
No. 19 of 2014. Customs Act, 2014. Saint Christopher 
and Nevis. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTION 

PART I 
PRELIMINARY 

1. Short title and commencement. 
2. Interpretation. 
3. Application of Act. 

PART II 
ADMINISTRATION 

4. Comptroller of Customs. 
5. Authorised persons. 
6. Delegation. 
7. Identification of officers. 
8. Deeming of place of acts. 
9. Confidentiality. 
10. Police powers of customs officers. 
11. Duty of police officers to render assistance. 
12. Hours of general attendance. 
13. Power to impose customs charges. 

PART III 
CUSTOMS CONTROLLED AREAS 

14. Customs ports, wharves, customs areas, etc. 
15. Customs airport. 
16. Examination stations. 
17. Transit sheds. 

PART IV 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 

18. Prior notification of arrival. 
19. Requirement to answer questions. 
20. Request to stop vessel. 
21. Vessels and aircraft to arrive at notified place only. 
22. Vessels and aircraft arriving at place other than notified place. 
23. Control of pleasure craft. 
24. Small craft. 
25. Report of arrival of vessels and aircraft. 
26. Vessels and aircraft commissioned by State. 
27. Disembarkation. 
28. Baggage to be presented. 
29. Persons departing from Saint Christopher and Nevis to depart from customs 

controlled area. 
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30. Embarkation. 
31. Outgoing baggage to be presented. 
32. Certificate of clearance. 
33. Clearance of vessels and aircraft. 
34. Production of certificate of clearance. 
35. Power to refuse and revoke clearance. 
36. Departure to be from customs controlled area only. 

PART V 
IMPORTATION 

37. Imported goods subject to customs control. 
38. Entry of goods on importation. 
39. Entry by bill of sight. 
40. Provisional assessment. 
41. Removal of goods from customs controlled area. 
42. Removal of uncleared goods to customs warehouse. 
43. Control of movement of uncleared goods. 
44. Control of movement of goods to and from inland clearance depots, etc. 
45. Treatment of improperly imported goods. 
46. Importation by post. 
47. Time of importation. 
48. Appointment of entities to collect duties and taxes. 

PART VI 
EXPORTATION AND LOADING 

49. Goods for export subject to customs control. 
50. Entry of goods for exportation. 
51. Comptroller may waive conditions of shipment. 
52. Entry outwards of vessels and aircraft. 
53. Security for exportation of goods. 
54. Exportation by post. 
55. Time of exportation. 
56. Offences in relation to exportation. 

PART VII 
COASTING TRADE 

57. Definition of coasting trade. 
58. Provisions relating to vessels and aircraft from places outside Saint Christopher 

and Nevis. 
59. Limits on coasting trade. 
60. Clearance of coasting vessels and aircraft. 
61. Comptroller may vary procedure. 
62. Coastwise passengers. 
63. Cargo book. 
64. Examination of goods in coasting vessels. 
65. Offences in relation to carriage of goods coastwise. 
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PART VIII 
WAREHOUSING 

66. Approval of warehouses. 
67. Maintenance of goods. 
68. Prohibited goods. 
69. Limits on duration of warehousing. 
70. Goods warehoused contrary to sections 68 and 69. 
71. Re-entry. 
72. Removal from warehouses. 
73. Loss and deterioration of goods. 
74. Payment of duties. 
75. Removal of warehoused goods without payment of duty. 
76. Customs warehouses. 
77. Regulations for goods in a warehouse. 

PART IX 
DUTIES, REFUNDS AND DRAWBACK 

78. Power to impose duties. 
79. Rate of duty. 
80. Valuation. 
81. Deemed assessment of duty. 
82. Assessment and reassessment of duty by Comptroller. 
83. Requirement to keep documents, records and information. 
84. Payment of duty on imports. 
85. Payment of duty on exports. 
86. Date for payment of deemed assessed duty. 
87. Date for payment of assessed and reassessed duties. 
88. Payment of additional duties. 
89. Refunds. 
90. General relief from duty. 
91. Abatement of duty. 
92. Power of Cabinet to refund duty. 
93. Goods temporarily imported. 
94. Claims for drawback. 
95. Drawbacks of duty on certain goods. 
96. Extent of drawback. 
97. Drawback on goods destroyed and damaged after shipment. 
98. Offences in relation to drawback. 

PART X 
RECORD KEEPING 

99. Keeping of records. 
100. Access to records. 
101. Retention of records by Comptroller. 
102. Regulations respecting the keeping of documents etc. 
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PART XI 
PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED GOODS 

103. Prohibited and restricted imports. 
104. Prohibited and restricted exports. 
105. Production of licence and permit for goods. 
106. Additional prohibition and restrictions. 
107. Goods imported in transit, transhipment and as stores. 
108. Penalty. 

PART XII 
GOODS OF COMMUNITY ORIGIN 

109. Definitions. 
110. Import duty on goods of Community origin. 
111. Prohibition of export duty. 
112. Drawback. 
113. Quantitative restrictions. 
114. Determination of Community origin. 
115. Common External Tariff. 
116. Cooperation in customs services. 

PART XIII 
POWERS 

117. Patrol and surveillance. 
118. Power to land, moor, etc. vessels and aircraft. 
119. Power to board vessels and aircraft. 
120. Power to station officer on vessels. 
121. Right of access. 
122. Searching of vessels and aircraft. 
123. Power to search premises. 
124. Power to search vehicles. 
125. Securing goods. 
126. Power to search persons. 
127. Procedure on exercising power to search persons. 
128. Application of sections 129, 130 and 131. 
129. Preliminary search of persons by use of aids. 
130. Searching persons suspected of having concealed items. 
131. Searching of persons for dangerous items. 
132. Seizure of items and articles found. 
133. Questioning of persons in customs controlled areas. 
134. Power to carry and use firearms. 
135. Firing on vessels. 
136. Detention of vessels and aircraft. 
137. Power to examine and take account of goods. 
138. Examination of goods subject to customs control. 
139. Writ of assistance. 
140. Examination of goods no longer subject to customs control. 
141. Accounting for goods. 
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142. Production of goods. 
143. Verification of entries. 
144. Power to take samples. 
145. Power of arrest. 
146. Escape from officer. 
147. Power to pay rewards. 
148. Power to require attendance. 
149. Power to require information and the production of evidence. 
150. Power of Comptroller in special circumstances. 
151. Power to accept compensation for offences. 
152. Power to require security. 
153. Power to require provision of facilities. 
154. Audit and examination of records. 
155. Requirement to produce documents. 
156. Power to require copies of documents. 
157. Further powers in relation to documents. 
158. Copying of documents obtained during search. 
159. Retention of documents and goods obtained during search. 
160. Detention of goods suspected to be illegally obtained. 
161. Return of goods detained under section 160. 
162. Extension of three-month period in section 161. 
163. Custody of certain things detained under section 160. 
164. Use of aids by customs officers. 
165. Conditions applying to entry of buildings. 
166. Detention of dangerous goods. 
167. Protection of persons acting under authority of Act. 
168. Comptroller may prescribe forms. 
169. Errors in documents. 
170. Witnessing of signatures. 
171. Documents in foreign language. 

PART XIV 
GENERALOFFENCES 

172. Impersonation of officers. 
173. Offences against officers. 
174. Bribery and collusion. 
175. Carrying away officers. 
176. Interfering with customs vessels, aircraft, etc. 
177. Signalling to smugglers. 
178. Adapting vessels and aircraft for smuggling. 
179. Communicating with arriving vessels. 
180. Offering smuggled goods for sale. 
181. Special penalty where offender armed and disguised. 
182. False declarations. 
183. Counterfeiting documents. 
184. False scales. 
185. Fraudulent evasion of duty, etc. 
186. Removing locks, seals and marks. 
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187. Intermeddling with goods found floating, etc. 
188. Penalty in cases of forfeiture. 
189. Offences in relation to warehouses. 
190. General penalty and limit of penalty. 

PART XV 
FORFEITURE AND SALE OF GOODS 

191. Detention, seizure and condemnation of goods. 
192. Forfeiture of vessels, etc. used in connection with goods liable to forfeiture. 
193. Special provisions respecting forfeiture of larger vessels. 
194. Sale of certain seized goods. 
195. Sale of goods condemned as forfeited. 
196. Sale of articles not condemned as forfeited. 
197. Notice of seizure. 
198. Delivery of goods seized on deposit of value. 
199. Protection of officers seizing and detaining goods. 
200. Application for order disallowing seizure. 
201. Court may disallow seizure. 
202. Application for order disallowing seizure where notice not received. 
203. Condemnation if no appeal against seizure. 
204. Condemnation if application discontinued. 
205. Condemnation of seized goods on conviction. 
206. Disposal of forfeited goods. 
207. Application of forfeiture provisions. 

PART XVI 
ADMINISTRATIVE (CUSTOMS) PROCEEDINGS 

208. Appeals to Comptroller. 
209. Customs Appeal Commission. 
210. Appeals to Commission. 
211. Procedure. 
212. Nature of appeal. 
213. Commission may extend time for appeal. 
214. Hearing. 
215. Commission may decide appeal without oral hearing if both parties consent. 
216. Powers of Commission. 
217. Evidence. 
218. Powers of investigation. 
219. Power to summon witnesses. 
220. Service of summons by Commission. 
221. Protection of persons appearing before Commission. 
222. Grounds of appeal and burden of proof. 
223. Sittings of Commission. 
224. Commission may dismiss frivolous and vexatious appeals. 
225. Decisions of Commission. 
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PART XVII 
COURT PROCEEDINGS 

226. Appeals to High Court. 
227. Stating case for High Court. 
228. Appeals to Court of Appeal. 
229. Payment of duty after appeal. 
230. Prosecutions for customs offences. 
231. Place of offence. 
232. Place of trial. 
233. Time limit on proceedings. 
234. Limitation as to pleadings. 
235. Officers may prosecute. 
236. Alternative prison sentence. 
237. Imprisonment for second and subsequent offence. 
238. Incidental provisions as to legal proceedings for offences. 
239. Institution of civil proceedings. 
240. Service of process. 
241. Costs. 

PART XVIII 
PROOF IN PROCEEDINGS 

242. Burden of proof. 
243. Averment in proceedings. 
244. Evidence of officers. 
245. Proof of certain documents. 
246. Presumption of authenticity of documents. 
247. Valuation of goods for penalty. 
248. Certificate of condemnation. 

PART XIX 
AGENTS, CUSTOMS BROKERS, ETC. 

249. Authority to be produced. 
250. Persons other than individuals. 
251. Customs brokers and tariff clerks 
252. Penalties. 
253. Ship agents. 

PART XX 
MISCELLANEOUS 

254. Joint and several liability. 
255. Officials of unincorporated bodies. 
256. Executors and administrators. 
257. Trustees in bankruptcy. 
258. Receivers. 
259. Receipts. 
260. Special containers and coverings. 
261. Duties and drawback to be proportionate to quantity or value. 
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262. Mode of calculating weights and measures. 
263. Actions against officers. 
264. Goods in transit. 
265. Availability of information. 
266. Power to make Regulations. 
267. Existing ports, warehouses, etc. 
268. Repeals. 
269. Savings and transitional provisions. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 
SECOND SCHEDULE 
THIRD SCHEDULE 
FOURTHSCHEDULE 
FIFTHSCHEDULE 


